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Endoft one VV onder: 


A brief Account, in an Epiſtolary 
Way, of the Proceedings of a few Chriſtini- 


ans, of the Pariſh, and ſome of the 
Church, of Stapleburſt in Kent, 


Lying formerly under many Burthens, and 


lately proſecuting an opportunity, by Pro- 


vidence put. into their - hands, of 
Free Communion. 


For which they, and the Way and Work of 
Chriſt in their hands, have been undeſervedly 


{candalized, and many Chriſtian Friends 


that looked on them with a benign 
Aſped, anduly diſcouraged, 


/ 
1 CoR.g. 3. s 
My Anſwer to them that do examine 
00 T0 FOOT Tt = 
1 COR. 7.21. 


if thou mayſt be made free, uſe it rather. 
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London, Printed in the Year, 1651. 
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To the Inhabitants, Pariſhoners of the 
Pariſh of Staplehurſt im K ent, fre- 
quent Hearers of the Word of (rift, 
as miniſtred in the ſmall Aſſembly or 
Church of the Saints there. 


Dear Friends, Beloved and longed after tz the bowels 
of FESHS CHRIST, | 


| Har you tiny proſper, your Souls tniy proſper, and be 
in health through the Goel and grace of Chrift ; as 

alfo that the Goſpel, the Word of the Lord, may 

=— - hye free courſe, and be gtorified with you, is vpon 
my heart, not ofiely to ſeek and wiſh earneſtly for, from che Fa- 
ther of Lights ; but alſo co endevor and labor after with thac 
freight dilipence ind faichfulnefs, that the meaſwre of the grace 
given doth afford : In ſo much that I am nor, neither have b-en, 
unwilling to fpend and be ſpent for you. Perhaps you will fay, 
Not for you, bat for others. But I ſay, and ſay truly, For jos. 
For you are part of my rejoycirig, as joy is in hope, hoping con» 
cerning you, that there are among you thoſe wan dering ſheep, 


which eſus Chrift Will yet vouchſafe to bring to bis Fold, I con- 


feſs, and 1 rejoyce in ir, I have firſt eyed of what uſe I may be 
to thoſe few among you, which God hath left, after the ſbaking 
of the Ofive Tree, as a poor and an affiifted people,to truſt in him, 
and to bear his Name, My deſire, and my endeavor is, with no 


ſmall &riving, That they may be kept and uſed by che hand of = 


Chrift to bear his burrchen, to bear witneſs to his Truth and 
Ways, and to bring forth many children to the glory of Chrift 
their Husband, and the joy of their own hearts. Indeed they 
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are 2 Zoar, alittle one, they dre a remnant. Yet behold this reme 
e bronght forth, yea they ſhall come forth unto you, and 
y--  theln may ,cand we whey ob eAud thry ſhall comfort 
you when ye ſee their Way, and their avings ; and ye ſhall know that 
the Lord bath not done without cauſe, all that He hath done in 
them: { Ez#k, 14. "uy Wherefore my eye hath beer to yoh 
ward. alſo, 3S'to tboſg who, are in, due time to partake of the 


—_ ” 


comforts and the joyes of Saints, ta ſeerhe goin_s of the Lord 
Zeſws in\his Sanfuary, and to. be gathered to his holy ones, that 
make a Covenanc with him by Sacrifice, Theſe are my /ongings, 
theſe are my, ftrivings, ths. ys'my' ſervice -to-you. ward, -even to 
you Ward, in whoſe cycs\] ſeem as a ſtravyer,, Poſſibly you may 
as yet reap little fruit of theſe good wiſhes, ſee little ſucceſs of 
my fervice- ; and therefore you may have little cauſe of return- 
ing much good will tq me again. You may have jult ground of 
judging meanly of a poor worth, as F am, one that « norhing ; 
leſs then the leaſt of the mercies of 'God, -This Fcan bear with 
ſome delight, agd more profic, . learning thereby not,to. think 
of my ſel more tnghly chen I ought! ro think. .,. ©. i 
*"My dear Friends, 1] could lie at your feet, T could bear Your 
diſcontent, I cculd take welcomly your diſlike, 1 could be your 
common Servant,could or did I by this means ſerve Chriſt, But 
when Chriſt comes by diſhoxor, the GoFpel is endamaged ; when 


rhrough.my poorneſs your dif; leaſure'reaChes to*that which is 
higher, refle&s on that which is greater then men, the Truth of 
Gea, this pinches ;* th.s opens the mouth that would more wil- 
ivgly abide fllent, | 

Queſt, But What complaint iu thu ,? whence or by whons is this 
evil committed? Cori arſhonored ? the Truth endamaged ? how 
comes thi: about Þ © SS Toby MTs 

__ There are ſurms/ers, there are reports, there are rumors, 
ſent road the Country, The Truths, the Ways, the Saints of 
C rift do ſuffer by Relations ſpread abroad by ſome one; I ac- 
caſe none 3/1 intend onely to excuſe the innocent : 1 am bold to. 
ſay,concerning wy ſelf, and thoſe that have joyned with me in 
the Goſpel, / truſt We bave a good Conſcience, and deſire to live 


__y : However we Cannot Attain tbe wercy of good report 
Men 


5 

Men fay abroad, 7 am an Intruder, and bave thraſt my felf 
apon the Pariſh Without their conſent. 

This is a great crime : But how is it proved ? For firlt of all, 
*cis a d.ſpurable queſt jon, whether a Pariſh, q+4 a Pariſh, have 
right of choyce of their Mimfter or Preacher : That a { hurch 
have right. is as undoubted, But 1 ſuppoſe a Parsſboxey and a 
Church member are d.fferent Relations, This is a queſtion 
would ask ſome deliberate diſcuſs : And if any will undertake 
it, would deſire him to give ſome recura to a nt jghboring que- 
ſion, /ci. How far the Mapiftrates IntereFt doth reach 1n pro- 
moting and furtheripg the Colpel in Pariſhes ? Then ſecondly, 
How could I intrude upon the Pariſh, {cciog I came in by Seqae- 
ftration ; ard ſo by the (irong endeavors of the Pariſboners, by 
Petition and otherwiſe tro the (ommittee for Plundered Minis 
flers? Pcrhapsit will be faid, 1 had the hands of but a part of 
the Pariſp : I demand, Who ever had more ? Is it 101qu:.ty for a 
part of a Pariſs well :ff.ited to call a Miniſter, and preſent him 
to the Magiſtrate, and for that ſiniſter ro accept of that Call, 
and to Miniltcr in the Pars/b by the ManrFtrates allowance? Is 
this Ioiquity ? How many of the godly of this Nation,both M1- 
niſters and people, have this guilt upon their heads? Butit 
will be ſaid, Thar I had not the Approbation of all the Godly. 
e7n/, Iankwer, The Conſent of 5ll the Godly may te wanted g 
in tome cafes, as righ ly as of all the Paris, But 'twill be 3s the godly 


proved with l:tle difficulty, that I had the Conſent of all the cx hg 


godly inthe Pariſh in the firlt promotion of the Petition & Pro- Seavefration 
{.curion of the O.der upon .it ; undeiſtanding by Godly, the as gotten by 
ſound of 7 udgment in the Parifp ; xnd underſtanding by Conſent, thote that ſtir 


non oppoſition, Or after»-approbation, | ed, and alſo uf 
PP __ i PP my prezching 


. : h 
But I koow it will be demanded, By what Rale We Who are $? co WE 


ſmall number of the Pariſh can juſtifie this Wwreſting of all the Pri. 
viledges of the Pariſh into our hand;,ts the prequaice of others truly 
godly that cannot walk With uu in our Way ? 

I anſwer 3 1. The way we walk is not ours, but Chk:iſts, and 
theirs,if they be Chriſts, and that they walk nor with us in it is 
not our fault ; but that is not che Queſtion. 2. I demand, whe- 
ther thoſe that are thus godly would-not have doas the like by 
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+> - Bat, 3» Ianſwer, That we are far from any violenee in 
he vofineſs * Therefore I offer, and have offcred, as is well 


| knowa; 1. Lezahe godly of the Pariſh, both that I am related 


unto with otfiers, unite together Joyntly, and chuſe themſelves a 
Miniſter, and I am ready to give place. 2. Other wile let thoſe 
of the Pariſh thac are nor ſatisfi-d with the way and Miniſtry 
held forth, joyn among themſelves to chufe a Miniſter z they 
(hall have the Liberty, ſo far as to us, of half the time on Lords 
days, and-half the maintenance. : 
Perhaps ſome will demand, By what Rule I can exaQt main» 
tenance, beyond. what choſe that are in fellowſhip with me, ot 
profited by my Miniſtry, ſhall willingly give ? - 

I an{wer:I wil accept of this on thete conditions: 1. That I may 
be ſecured, that thoſe that contribute to me,of what ever Patiſh, 
ſhall be charged with paying co none elſe : And 2, Thar the 
charpes laid on Miniſters maintenance be taken off. - 3, That I 
may be at liberty in point of Miniſtry, s. c. not engaged to a con- 
ftant fervicezas of preaching every Lords day,further then I (hall 


+; he engaged and encouraged by them that contribute. There is 
Ro-reafon I ſhould be engaged to ſerve them conſtantly, that de- 


ny or withhold due encouragement. 4. Which I need not mea- 
ti00, That I may have the liberty of the common meering place, 


have been put unto in this buſineſs may be diſcharged. On theſe 
conditions I will faisfiedly accept of that maintenance thoſe that 


are joyned in fellowſhip with me; or profited by my Miniſtry, 
ſhall frecly give, 


catch) Then you will take the maintenance as now {etled , by 
way of Tythes, until it be altered. 


Anſ. Tanſwer: This indeed is a ſecond principal ſcandal that 


Tam beſpattered withall abroad, viz. that I am changed in my 
Principles, and am turned Tyther : But the men that have for» 


merly. known me,might know,if they liſt,that I am rior changed 


_ Inthisbehalf ; bat men are reſolved to know nothing that makes 


for the Juſtification of Wiſdom. Thar which was my Princi- 
ple and Light of old in thisbuſineſs, is thisin one word; That 
"(Was 


for the performance of ſuch ſervices as thoſe that encoutage me - 
ſhill call me unto according to Chriſt, and that the charges we - 


Here ſome one will aptly urge, (for men now adays lie at the * 
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*twas my liberty,as wel as ſomcttmes my duty,to preach the word 
of Chriſt co aPariſh in che common place of mecting;and to tzke 
for my encouragement and enablement, as a man, what honeſt 
men of the Pariſh could fairly get, whether this or thac way *tis | Fa 
alike to me, By this Rule I walked in Kerr almolt ſeven years FM 
ago, With the approbation of the godly then; and that this 15 cri- 
minal now,doth indeed ſhew a change ; bart where? As tothe 
Queſtion concerning Tythes, I may poſlibly in due time fpeak 
a word io another way. T1s ſappoſed they will not belong li- 
ved: Letthem gothe way of all Church-livings,I witnever.wear 
mourning for them.. Though I dayly beg of God, that he wilt 
continually Mew and convinee the Parliament of the neceſitty * 
of continuing and encouraging a preaching Miniltry in the Na- 
tion, with themanifclt evilef the contrary, which is manitcltly 
the: White the preſcat Ring+leaders in the quarrel about Tythes. 
do ehicfly aym at, But pA volantas' ſus : AMiniltry is more 
_—_— Chriſts,thea mens, then the Parliaments,ce Deas Pro- 
videbir. wy POT T 
In, the: :ntrrsw2 we. force no- body to pay. If the State lap 
Chagesupon. the-place upon the account: ob the old Setlement, 
FE ſuppoſe it mult: be difcharged by ſome. body:; and I thick: we 
have little reaſan. to. lay it uporour frienas:chat freely concur 
with ns, and I think as little reaſon go loſe our Liberty, through. : 
' the negle& thereof, togratifie thoſe that wiſh us not proſperity, | 
nor will give us thanks for our courteſie. | 
Laſtly, I dcfire yau ta take notice, that I intend ta caſe my felt 
of the Sequeltration, by committing it to ſome other, ſofar as 
may [tand with,our L'berty, and ſo ſoon as I have by due means 
endeavortd your ſatista&tion therein. 
| Dear Friends, ] have in all this but diſcharged my duty to you, 
to wit,, eadtavoredi to tike off prejudices, that my {elf honelt 
men and: the Truth do lic under in your eyes. There are many 
more crimes, 3S inen call them, charged upon me. But they are 
luckagare-cither my duty or liberty,thercfore I (hill not trouble 
you and others with the rehearſal of them ; though inde:d I had 
tateaded to have ſpoken to one or two. As to Ordination, which 
fome fay I want z and theadminiſtriag of Baptiſm to children, 


whoſe Parents one gr both are-not aRually in Church-commu- 
pion 
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nion, which to me is FO but T perceive I ſhould hereby 
augment my Epiſtle beyond a Aediocrity, therefore I wave 
them. k 

Perhaps I may meer them ſame other Way, . I (hill detain you: 
no longer The Lord ſhew you whacis Iru't, what is Righ'e» 
cuſnets, what is bis Will towards you 16 this matter, 

{had:ihtebded to have annexed hereunto, or 1ather prefixed 
this to,a4imsll Tre; being the ſun: of certain Sermons preached 
to you a wy firſt entrance into this, commonly. called, publique 
way among you, on Zpheſ.1.10, Jat.n.19. fob 9.4. But for 
ſome Reaſons I forbear its publication at preſeat, If preaching, 
writing, printing,any thing, wculd do your Souls good, fo far as 
to; thatlittle ability the Lord hath given me; I am ſo. well ac- 
quainted wich wy.ſpirit, that 1 ca ſay, Iſhovld earneftly purſue. 
and endeavor-it, How far this will ſticceed to the ends intend- 
ed,to remove prejudicegreRific underſtanding, reconcile differ- 
ences, -uniteaffeRion, how this may ſerve to thoſe ends, I refer 
to Chriſt and his Spirit. Once more I'le beg, The Lord give 
you Light to ſee what is his Trth.and Mind. ja all things, Love 
to embrace-what you-ſee, Patience to wait. for: that you enjoy 
not, and Peace to walk with thoſe that hold the Truth ; Hope for | 
Glory, and deſire to ſerve you in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


Youts to.love and ſerve 
May (or the third he 
Month) 30, 165t. .- "you, ws you accept of 


him in CyRIsT, 


T Bo. Brague. 


Ut Jstx0 [[13s purer © 
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